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| This priest of the Seri tribe in the State of Sonora, Mexico is the type of leader 
5 | whose turning to Christ is sought by the colporteur 


Marroquin. It was taken on June 6, 1953 on the occasion of the double wedding of two of the daughters. In the picture 
are Mr. and Mrs. Marroquin’s nine children (of whom five are married), their four sons-in-law, their daughter-in-law 
and their nine grandchildren. Mr. Marroquin has worked with the Mexico Agency since 1921, having been appointed 
its Secretary March 1, 1928. The brides and grooms of the day are seen on the top row—daughter Noemi third from 
the left, and daughter Ruth fifth from the left. Their husbands are seen at the right of their wives in the picture. 


The Mexico Story—by Personalities 


HE celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Pe ciablishine of the Mexico Agency in the year 1953 
does not mean that no Bibles were distributed before 1878. 
Scripture distribution began in Mexico in 1824, just three 
years after Mexico won her independence. 

The first copies of the Scriptures in Spanish were dis- 
tributed in Mexico City by Rev. John C. Brigham, a 
Congregational missionary who acted as agent for the 
American Bible Society in Mexico from 1824 to 1826. 
Among the many voluntary and temporary agents work- 
ing for the Society from 1824 to 1878 were Baptists, Con- 
gregationalists, Friends, Methodists and Presbyterians— 
all missionaries of their own denominations. These de- 
voted workers, more than a score of them, laid the founda- 
tions upon which the permanent Agency was founded in 
July 1878. At that time it was agreed that the work, 
hitherto shared with representatives of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, should become the responsibility of 
the American Bible Society. The first Agency Secretary 
was a medical missionary from Boston, Dr. Arthur Gore, 
who established the Society’s first depository in Mexico 
City. Before a year had passed Dr. Gore felt obliged to 
resign. He was succeeded by Rev. Hiram P. Hamilton, who 
had just been graduated from Union Seminary in New 
York. Mr. Hamilton served for twenty-six years until his 
death; and his wife Frances succeeded him, serving until 
her death nine years later. Since Mrs. Hamilton’s death 
in 1914 the Agency has had only three Secretaries: Rev. 
Willis F. Jordan, who after four years was transferred to 
take charge of the Central America Agency; Rev. Arthur 
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This is a picture of the twenty-five members in the three generations of the family of Secretary and Mrs. Hazael T. 


H. Mellen, who served for the next eight years; and § 
Hazael T. Marroquin, who assumed full responsibility i 
1928 and is still Secretary of the Agency. Professor Fr 

cisco E. Estrello was appointed Associate Secretary i 
September 1952, and Mr. Marroquin, who furnishes ai 
these data, concludes his memorandum with these gen 
erous words about his new associate: ““The Agency h 
started to feel the benefits of this important appointment 
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: 
Professor Francisco E. Estrello became Associate Secretary | 
of the Mexico Agency on January 1, 1953. He is a member | 
of the Society of Friends and has had wide experience in 
the fields of teaching and writing. In the picture he is seen 
with his wife, and children David and Miriam ,| 


One Dotiar a YEA 
y at 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. Entered 4 


. 
. 
4 

’ 


os 


2 cannot say that in Mexico the Bible has had a 
¥ nationalinfluence affecting the total population 
the country, but we may say that its influence 
s been national in the sense that all over the coun- 
y we can see here and there manifestations of the 
ansforming power of the message of the Bible. In 
me rural Indian sections as a whole, the high 
oral, economic, social and spiritual standards are 
ident as a fruit of the reading, the study, the 
editation upon and the practice in daily life of the 
achings of the Bible. 

Great péfsonalities in the public life of Mexico 
ve recognized the importance and significance of 
e Bible. Dr. José Marfa Luis Mora, noted writer 
d Mexican politician, promoter and forerunner of 
litical reform in Mexico, who lived from 1794 to 
50, once said: ‘‘As Christians, as men and as citi- 
ns we earnestly wish that the reading of the Holy 
riptures be a general practice, because we believe 
at religion, the country and mankind are affected 
it.’ Francisco I. Madero, President of Mexico 
om 1911 to 1913, said: ‘“‘I appreciate very much the 
igh value of the Bible. One of my greatest efforts 
ill be to work in order that my people be so wise 
at they understand the great principles of this 
ok.” And Emilio Portes 
il, who was President of the 
epublic and Attorney Gen- 
al, used to say: “If our chil- 
ren in Mexico have to be 
hristians, grant that they be 
hristians drinking in _ the 
ctrine from the pure springs 
the Word of the Master, 
hich is in the Gospels.” 

In the relatively short peri- 
| of one hundred and twen- 
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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS 
IN MEXICO 


On this and the other opening pages we cele- 


brate with the Mexico Agency its Diamond 
Jubilee, which has been observed in Mexico 
this year, with special activities beginning in 
April and reaching their climax on Mexico's 
“Bible Sunday,” August 30. 
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The Influence of the Bible 


in Mexico 


BY FRANCISCO £. ESTRELLO 


ty-six years in which the Bible has been circulating in 
Mexico, four generations have been touched by the liv- 
ing and radiant influence of God’s Word. The lives of 
almost halfa million persons have been transformed by 
the Word of God, and they are receiving inspiration 
and spiritual guidance andstrength fromit. Mexico has 
felt the impact of these lives, because, as a general rule, 
they are the best citizens, good and honorable people 
who indifferent ways are contributing to the welfare of 
the country and of the communities where they live. 

Many of the illiterates have learned to read prin- 
cipally because of their desire to read the Bible; and 
for many the Bible has been the textbook from which 
they have learned to read. 

The Bible has aroused in a good number of people 
in Mexico a new vision of life, a new motive by which 
to live; and, for many of the Indian population, the 
Bible has been a source of joy and light in their 
drab and gloomy lives. 

Gradually the Bible is rooting out the ignorance 
and superstition of the Mexican people. ‘They are 
learning through the Bible what the religion of the 
spirit means. They are coming to know Christ per- 
sonally through the pages of the Word of God. 

The American Bible Society has through its Agency 
in Mexico played a very im- 
portant part in this meritori- 
ous task. ‘he years to come 
are full of promises and op- 
portunities. The demand for 
the Bible in Mexico is in- 
creasing day by day. Its large 
circulation shows the hunger 
of the people for the message 
of the living God. Here is our 
challenge and our responsi- 
bility. 
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This picture was taken in 1943 when a full coral ¢ 
Scriptures arrived in Mexico City. It contained 990 Biblé 
and 647,000 Gospels 


Through the years of his long service Secretary Marroquin has taken 

many trips with his colporteurs. Here he is seen with Colporteur Roman 

de la Cruz, touring in the State of Tabasco, where there are many 

rivers but no railroads or paved highways. Besides traveling on horse- 
back they went by canoe and a few short airplane flights 


The members of the staff of the Bible House in Mexico City. 
At Mr: Marroquin’s right is seen Sr. Gamaliel Hernandes, 
who has been the office accountant for twenty years 


Te a city dink Colporteur Luis Nava sets up a table sot 


passers- by map seé his books 
Ka Woke ok 
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These three men guide the affairs of the Advisory Council of the 
Mexico Agency. In the center is Dr. Andrés Osuna, Chairman of 
the Council. A member of the Methodist 
Church in the City of Monterrey, he is 
one of Mexico’s leading educators. Un- 
der President Carranza he served as 
Secretary of Education. He has also been 
governor of the State of Tamaulipas. 


On the right is Sr. Fernando R. Ro- 
driguez, Vice Chairman of the Council 
and Chairman of its Committee of Ref- 
erence. He is an elder of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Mexico City and the 
son of a Presbyterian minister. He is 
a furniture dealer. 

On the left is Rey. Alejandro Trevino 
Ojeda, Recording Secretary of the Coun- 
cil. He has been pastor for more than 


twenty-five years of the First Baptist 
Church of Mexico City. 
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ROM its establishment in-1858 the Mexico Agency 
has always employed a corps of colporteurs, some- 
imes as many as forty-eight at a time. This year 
ere are twenty in the field. The honors for length 
f service go to Guadalupe Rosillo, a blind woman, 
ill living, though now retired, who served from 1901 
1947 (see picture, page 122). Though now seventy- 
ve years old, she still distributes Scriptures as oppor- 
anity affords. Of the present corps the five who have 
rved the longest are, in order: Abdan E. Castro, 
wenty-one years; GonzaloValencia, twenty years; Sal- 
ador Martinez, twenty years; AntonioValencia Pérez, 
venteen years; and Monico Mercado, fourteen years. 
In his report for 1952 Secretary Marroquin relates 
e following incidents from the experiences of these 
eroic distributors of God’s Word: 


_Colporteur Gregorio Rodriguez, while canvassing one of 
ne villages in the southern part of the State of Nuevo Leén, 
Id a Bible to a woman who became manifestly interested. 
our months later he visited the village again, and one of 
is first calls was made at the house of the woman who had 
urchased the Brble on his previous visit. To his surprise 
nd dismay he discovered that the local priest had awak- 
ed in the woman such an aversion to the Bible which she 
ad purchased that she had torn it to pieces and had 
rown it into the trash. Naturally, the colporteur felt very 
uch discouraged. As he was 
tting ready to leave for an- 
her village, a young man 
pproached him and asked 
im what kind of books he 
as selling and if perchance 
e carried ‘‘a book of dreams, 
here it is told about seven fat 
ws and seven lean cows that 
certain Pharoah had dream- 
_about.”? He added that he 
ad read part of that story 
om some torn sheets he had 
icked up on the street, but 
at the story was not com- 
lete. Immediately the col- 
orteur told the young man 
at he had the book and 
ent on to explain to him that 
was not ‘‘a book of dreams,” 
ut the Holy Bible; and he 
owed him a copy. He sold a 
ible to the young man and 
hree other copies to other 
yersons in that same village. 
hen he discovered that the 
rn sheets were from the Bible 
rown away by the woman 
ho had sought to destroy it. 
_ “If you can prove to me the 
xistence of God, I will be- 
ieve,” said a medical doctor 
o colporteur Faustino Arcia, 
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Mexico’s Faithful Colporteurs 


who works in the State of Tabasco. The colporteur imme- 
diately replied: “You know, God is a spirit, and a spirit 
cannot be seen.”’—‘*That is why I cannot believe in the 
existence of God,” replied the doctor. Then the colporteur 
asked the doctor, ‘‘Have you felt pain?” —‘‘ Yes, of course,” 
replied the doctor. Then the colporteur added, “‘Allow me 
to ask you, doctor, have you seen that pain?” —‘‘Of course 
not,’ replied the doctor. The colporteur went on to say, 
“Thus is the presence of God. We cannot see Him, but we 
can feel His presence.” —‘‘You are right,” said the doctor, 
who finally purchased a copy of a New Testament. 


Colporteur Evaristo Lépez, while visiting a village in the 
State of Puebla, saw two men engaged in a furious duel to 
death, brandishing at each other their huge knives. This 
was taking place on a public platform right in the center 
of the village and in the presence of a big yelling crowd 
and the playing of a violin. Colporteur Lopez considered 
how he might prevent the men from killing each other. 
Right then and there, he says, God illumined his mind. He 
opened one of his Bibles in John 3:16, and began to read 
aloud: ‘“‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” He repeated it as loud 
as he could. The people began to gather around the col- 
porteur as he repeated the same great message of love four 
times and with all his might. He kept on reading and ex- 
plaining about this wonderful message of love from God to 

(Continued on next page) 


COLPORTEURS’ INSTITUTE 


Since 1921 Colporteurs’ Institutes have been held every two years. Their object 
is to give the colporteurs an opportunity for better training, inspiration and 
fellowship. Classes are held in the morning, house-to- house canvassing in the 
afternoons, and popular meetings in the local churches in the evenings. ‘The 
Institute meets in a different city each biennium. Everybody benefits by the 
meeting —the colporteurs, the Agency Secretaries, the Christian people of the 
community, the pastors and other church leaders, and most of all those who 
in the community for the first time become possessors of the Scriptures. 


The fourteenth Institute shown here was held in Morelia, Michoacan in 
June 1951. This year’s institute will be held in October. 
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Even the most isolated primitive huts are visited by 


colporteur. What other traveling salesman would be interested in 
such “unprofitable business”? 


all men. Soon the crowd stopped yelling, and the two fight- 
ing men suspended their duel. The colporteur then ap- 
proached the men and explained to them this great mes- 
sage of the love of God to us all and that we should love 
each other, and not kill, rob or do anything that is evil. 
He said to them, “‘In this Book (showing them the Bible 
from which he read) we learn how to live, and it leads us to 
repentance.” Both men became much interested and pur- 


National Literacy Campaign 


‘yy ae is determined to rise out of her illiteracy, 
and the progress already made has meant 
much to the work of the Bible Agency and constitutes 
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Guadalupe Rosillo, blind from the age of three, 
worked as a Bible distributor for the Mexico 
Agency for 47 years 
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a great challenge to the Christian cause. In 1944 the 
government instituted a campaign for literacy among 
adults between the ages of eighteen and sixty. It is 
reported that in nine years approximately 4,000,000 
have learned to read. There remain about 3,000,000 
who are still illiterate. 

The Agency has in this period printed and dis- 
tributed thousands of loose sheets carrying Scripture 


4 


chased two Testaments and five Gospel portions. Then or 
of the men invited the colporteur to his house. To the st 

prise of the colporteur the man turned out to be the uae 
of the town, and the other man, he learned, was the towr 
judge. The colporteur convinced the mayor to invite 

judge to his house, which he did, and there Sr. Lépez ¢ 
ducted a real family worship. He read and explained se 
eral passages in the Holy Scriptures. Finally the two me 
were happily reconciled, and the powerful Word of Go 
was once more magnified. i 
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Colporteur Antonio Pérez returns home from visiting a village” 


across the river in the State of Campeche. He has only 
a few copies left - : 


selections in large type without comment. These ar 
graded so that, when a student has mastered th 
all, he is ready for more extended reading and oft 
asks for a Gospel, a Testament or a whole Bible. Wi 
the cooperation of the pastors and church worke 


this process is developing into a practical form © 
evangelism. 


One of the two Agency show windows. The 
work has been carried on from its present 
location since 1927 
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LONG step forward in the prospects of 
the Bible Society’s work in Mexico 
as taken on March 22, 1950 when the 
gency brought into being its Advisory 
ouncil for the purpose of integrating the 
ociety’s work more closely with the pro- 
‘rams of the Churches, to increase Scrip- 
ure distribution and strengthen support 
f the Agency and the worldwide work of 
he Society. 
- Thirty-six members of the Council 
ere appointed, twenty-one of them 
exican pastors and church officials, 
ight of them Mexican laymen and seven, 
issionaries from other lands. In all they 
epresented fifteen denominations. 
Within the Council is a Reference 
Jommittee of nine, with residence in 
exico City. This Committee meets two 
r three times a year, and the Council 
tself once a year. 
To the effective work of the Council 
ust be credited much of the encouraging advance 
n the three years since its establishment. Scripture 
istribution since 1949 has advanced, as the figures 
iven below indicate, by 270 per cent: 


1949 98,882 
1950 129,155 
1951 239,284 
1952 465,417 


HERE are fifty-one Indian tribes in Mexico, each 
J. one speaking its own dialect. The total population 
{ these tribes is approximately one fourth of the 
population of Mexico, which is over 27,000,000. A 
group of North American and Canadian Christian 
inguists have been working among the Mexican In- 
ian tribes since 1935, giving written form to their 
ialects and publishing very simple materials in 
those dialects besides their primers. In the course of 
eighteen years they have reached practically all of 
the tribes with their linguistic work. The first thing 
these people read after their primers is the Gospel. 
This group of linguists is backed officially by the 
General Director of Indian Affairs under Mexico’s 
Department of Education. The Versions Department 
of the American Bible Society has been checking and 
publishing some of the Scripture translations. So far, 
one or more books of the Bible have been translated 
and printed by the Society in the following dialects: 
Cuicateco, Chol, Huasteco, Maya, Mazateco, Mexi- 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 
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he Advisory Council of the Mexico Agency 


The Advisory Council on the day of its founding in 1950. Beginning with the 
third from the left, in’ the front row are the three officers (see page 120) and 
Secretary Marroquin. At the extreme right is Secretary Collyer, who was present 
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Likewise, in 1952 the Mexican people by individual 
eifts and through 974 of their churches, representing 
35 denominations, contributed 57,696.74 Mexican 
pesos, exceeding the goal set by the Council of 56,626 
pesos. ‘This was also the largest amount ever given in 
any one year, being more than twice the amount 
given in’ 1949. The goal set for this Jubilee Year is 
75,000 pesos. 


The Scriptures in Mexican Indian Dialects 


cano del Istmo, Mixteco, Otomi del Mezquital, 
Otomi Oriental, ‘Tarahumara, Tarasco, ‘Totonaco, 
Trique, Tzeltal, Tzotzil, Zapoteco del Istmo, Zapo- 
teco de la Sierra Juarez and Zoque. ‘The Lord has 
greatly blessed His Word among these Indians. 
There are two tribes, the Tzeltals and the Chols of 
the State of Chiapas, among whom thousands of con- 
versions to the Christian faith have taken place. A 
wonderful new day is dawning for these long-for- 
gotten people because, like those on the Day of 
Pentecost, they are hearing the mighty Word of God 
in their own tongues. 


About the time this issue reaches our readers, Secretary 
Laton E. Holmgren will be leaving for Mexico, where, 
besides visiting some of the Indian tribes, he will attend 


the fifteenth meeting of the Colporteurs’ Institute. 
Secretary Molina of Cuba will also be present to con- 


tribute to this important meeting. 
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ACK in 1943 a lonely 
Marine out in the 
sOuthwest Pacific 
Ocean wrote a letter to 
his mother in Philadel- 
phia which made his- 
tory. He told his par- 
ents that he wished 
they could join with 
him in the daily read- 
ing of identical pas- 
sages in their Bibles. 
This bond of fellowship, he said, would make it 
seem as though they were not separated halfway 
around the world from one another. 

The mother telephoned an American Bible 
Society office to ask if she could be provided with 
some copies of a list of daily Bible readings. Such 
lists were prepared and circulated to others. 
Thereafter throughout the war years thousands 
of service men and their families shared an expe- 
rience similar to this mother and her absent son. 

As the movement spread, added impetus was 
given this program of concerted reading by uti- 
lizing the weeks just prior to Christmas. Millions 
asked for the selections which commenced with 
daily readings at Thanksgiving time. The initial 
printing of 6,000,000 copies of the bookmark had 
to be more than doubled the first year. 

The aim has constantly been to encourage 
wider use of the Bible as a source of inspiration, 
guidance and self-help, with the hope that many 
will be won to faithful, regular soul-feeding on 
the eternal words of Scripture. 

The high point of the program has remained 
Universal Bible Sunday, the second Sunday of 
December, observed since 1904 in thousands of 
churches of all denominations throughout the 
United States and in hundreds of churches over- 
seas. Combining Universal Bible Sunday with 
Worldwide Bible Reading has resulted in the 
most widespread crusade ever to reach the Ameri- 
can public on behalf of reading God’s Word. 

The first year the main objective was to saturate 
the American public, non-church people as well as 
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those in the churches, on behalf of 
Bible reading on a national scale. Be- 
cause of the way the idea was spon- 
taneously taken up by other countries 
definite expansion overseas resulted. 
Nineteen foreign nations participated 
at the outset. 

As the reproductions of posters 
which accompany this ten-year résu- 
mé indicate, the theme selected each 
year has lifted up a significant and 
timely aspect of the Bible or Bible 
reading. For the “kick-off” in war 
time, the call to “Keep Faith by 
Daily Bible Reading’? was appropri- 
ated as seeking to link home folks and 


I ie BBlocd of Power for a Power iar Bl 


These pages are dedicate 
of Worldwide Bible Rea 
of thirty daily readings 
Christmas. With the list 
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1947 


members of the armed services. The next 
theme, ‘‘Marching Orders for a New Day,” 
carried this desire over into the following year. 

With hostilities ended, ‘“The Word of Power 
for a Power Age,” “One World—One Book”? 
and “The Book of All Nations” were success- 
fully adopted. Then came the series of “The 
Book To Live By,” “The Bible—A Light and 
Guide,” “The Way Out of the Dark” and 
‘The Word of Life.” It is being recommended 
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to the denominational representatives 
on the Advisory Council that this 
year’s theme ‘““The Book of Hope’’ be 
followed by “The Book of Faith” in 
1954, 

Every year during these ten the dis- 
tribution of the list of readings de- 
signed to be used as a bookmark has 
been above 12,000,000 copies, and 


1952 


THE WAY OUT 


most years in the neighborhood of 
15,000,000. Of equal importance is 
the fact that this list of day-by-day 
readings has been reprinted each sea- 
son in religious periodicals and secu- 


versal Bible Sunday. 
The cooperation of 
the state and city Bible 
Societies in this en- 
deavor for regular Bible 


lar magazines and newspapers, with 
circulation above 20,000,000 copies. 


reading has been thor- 
ough and complete, 
just as has been the as- 
sistance and support of 
denominations nation- 
ally and of councils of 
churches and -associa- 
tions of ministers on the neighborhood and com- 
munity level. This year nearly 170,000 pastors 
and chaplains were mailed samples of materials 
and given the opportunity to order without 
charge additional supplies for their local observ- 
ances of Worldwide Bible Reading and Universal 
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his observance is the list 
Thanksgiving Day to 
x reasons why everyone 
quantity of these book- 
or more copies of the 
equest to the American 
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This is an almost sure way to see that the read- 
ing list actually falls into someone’s hands and 
finds its way into a home and family circle. 
Most of the Worldwide Bible Reading book- 
marks continue to be circulated through the 
churches by pastors and by other devoted indi- 
viduals. Ministers and chaplains also request 
yearly about 4,000,000 copies of the church 
bulletins and sheets of responsive readings to 
insert in church calendars at the time of Uni- 
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Bible Sunday. 

It takes but a little imagination to visualize 
posters, bookmarks and responsive readings in 
far-away places overseas and in strange languages 
in over two-score countries. In our homeland 
they are within reach of young and old, in church 
and out of church, at home and when traveling, 
among students, prisoners, inmates of homes, 
policemen, firemen, service men, hospital patients 
—all ages and classes of society. 

It is impressive even to attempt to visualize the 
staggering circulation total for the decade: 


Total ‘“WBR” items shipped 210,000,000 
Number of posters 2,700,000 
Number of responsive readings 31,000,000 
Number of bookmarks 152,000,000 
Estimated reprints 375,000,000 
Orders filled 364,000 


The labors of the American Bible Society to 
win souls to Christ and to faithful reading of The 
Book of Hope must never be allowed to grow less. 
The next ten years should find Worldwide Bible 
Reading sailing on to new conquests of Bible 
readers in the Saviour’s name and for His sake. 
“May God continue to bless and increase the 
reading of His Word.” 


Looking Ahead in Mexico ; 


HE Protestant Churches in Mexico have been 

growing rapidly in the last ten years. ‘Their mem- 
bership is estimated by some to be as high as two 
million. Although the laws of the country guarantee 
freedom of belief, there is much suffering, especially 
in the rural districts, from fanatical churchmen. 
Nevertheless, in spite of this persecution or maybe 
because of it, the evangelical cause is moving forward 
the more swiftly. 

The great majority of the Christian workers 
throughout the country (ministers, lay workers and 
missionaries) are participating actively with the 
Agency in the circulation of the Scriptures in their 
own local churches and communities. 

The Secretaries and the Advisory Council are em- 
phasizing among the Churches the following points: 
(1) that every church member and even the children 
should own their own Bibles or at least a New Testa- 
ment; (2) that everybody should read and study his 
Bible; (3) that every Christian home should have the 
daily family altar; (4) that every Christian should 
carry his Bible to church; (5) that every Christian 
should participate personally in active Scripture dis- 
tribution, availing himself of every possible opportu- 
nity; (6) that all local churches, with their pastors as 
leaders, should organize frequent Bible distribution 
campaigns in their communities (in the homes, stores, 


The Pastor Finds Ways of Using the Bible 


BY FREDERICK W2G@ROPP 


offices, market places, factories, hospitals, milit 
garrisons, prisons, etc.); (7) it is recommended tha 
“Bible Sunday” be celebrated simultaneously on th 
date set by the Agency, which is the last Sunday 1 
August; (8) that the Bible Societies should be remem 
bered frequently in prayer in behalf of their grea 
work of translation, publication and distribution 0 
the Holy Scriptures throughout the world. 

Besides the above mentioned points the Agene 
Secretaries have the following things in prospect: 


1. To improve as soon as possible the office, sales de: 
partment and show windows of the Agency; to have 
reading room and to rent additional storage space; th 
better handling of the stock. 

2. To increase the number of colporteurs to thirty: and 
to have more special distributors on a commission basis. 

3. To hold the Colporteurs’ Institute every year rathe 
than biannually. 

4. To publish a monthly or bimonthly bulletin of th 
Agency, called “‘La Biblia en Mexico” (“The Bible i 
Mexico’’). 

5. To intensify the audio-visual promotional program 

6. To secure the use of the radio not only to adve 
the Society’s work and promote the sale of the Scriptures. 
but to read selected Portions from the Bible withou 
comment. 

7. To keep in mind organizing, some time in the future, 
The National Bible Society of Mexico. 


Frederick W. Cropp was formerly a General Secretary of the American Bible Society. In 1952 he returned to the pastorate 

minister of the San Marino (California) Community Church. During his first year Dr. Cropp had an opportunity to put int 

practice.some of the processes suggested in ‘The Pastor and Ways of Using the Bible,” a booklet which he helped to edt 
while with the Society 


“ANY Minister Can Do This’”—that is the kind of 
A article I like to read. ‘The American Bible So- 
ciety has so many suggestions for the distribution and 
use of the Scriptures that a program can be set up 
over a three- or four-year cycle. That is exactly what 
is suggested in the appendix to ‘The Pastor and 
Ways of Using the Bible.’ * 

As I look back over the first year of my pastorate 
in the San Marino Community Church I find that 
many of the Society’s suggestions have been put to 
good use. 

This church which I serve is distinguished for the 
interest which its congregation has shown in the 
Bible. ‘This may stem from the fact that the curricu- 
lum of the church school is based not only on how 
OOCIS fh) steal 0 at mea a maNre Lah Ree > Bible”? E ‘ 
of : I ete ig ab ; ae eee Ge Seach ra ‘ isa see on a ah 
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Pastor Cropp and his associate present 
Bibles to third graders ; 


he Bible speaks persuasively to the life of modern 
youth, but has in it vast areas of Bible study, Bible 
emory work and information about how the Bible 
ame to us. Each worship center, faced by more than 
thousand boys and girls each Lord’s Day, has a 
eadable copy of the Bible prominently displayed. 
Fall and spring semesters of Bible study for adults 
have been well attended on weekday mornings by 
he women of the parish, and in the evenings by both 
men and women. 
_ The Couples’ Clubs during the year have discussed 
such interesting subjects as ““How We Got Our 
Bible,” ‘‘How the Bible Gets Around,” ‘‘The Prob- 
lem of Translation,” ‘‘How to Read the Bible”? and 
‘The Use of the Bible in the Home.’’? These have 
been popular programs. 


Four-year-olds study the story of Jesus 
” 

We are fortunate in being in Los Angeles County, 
served by the District Office of the American Bible 
Society at Pasadena. This has made readily available 
not only all the Society’s various editions of the Scrip- 
ures, printed materials and films, but also its Secre- 
rary, Dr. James Nettinga. We were able to have a 
nemorable day with Dr. Eugene Nida, the Society’s 
Secretary for Translations, as the church’s guest. 
ost of the parishes in America are conveniently 
located near one of the offices of the Bible Society, 
and such personal help is just what the Secretaries 
are trained and eager to provide. 
During the year we trained eleven Boy Scouts for 
he high distinction of The God and Country Award. 
This training included grounding in the Bible, and 
o each of them a serviceable New Testament was 
presented. 
~ On special occasions, or as background for certain 
sermons, portions of the Scriptures and appropriate 
literature were distributed in the sanctuary from the 
attractive plastic distribution box, purchased from 
the Society and donated to the church by one of the 
Couples’ Clubs. 

In addition to these continuing ways of using the 
Bible, many special techniques were employed. 
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Perhaps a month-by-month description of what 
happened would be helpful. 

In January every member of the congregation re- 
ceived the year’s Bible reading lists prepared by the 
Bible Society, with encouraging announcements in 
the Church News, the church bulletins, and from the 
pulpit. Many parishioners entered the New Year as 
regular Bible readers. 

Lent began in February. We distributed ‘Forty 
Favorite Chapters” as supplemental Bible reading 
during that period as preparation for Easter. A ser- 
mon series on some of these well-beloved passages 
was presented. When the Sermon on the Mount was 
discussed from the pulpit in March, copies of that 
Portion were supplied to the congregation. 

At the Easter Sunrise Service in April the Society’s 
attractively bound Easter edition of the Gospel of 
John was purchased by the deacons, especially im- 
printed, and distributed to each worshiper. 

In May over one hundred Bibles were awarded the 
third-grade graduating class in an impressive Sunday 
afternoon service in the sanctuary. If I were to choose 
the exact time when a personal Bible would mean the 
most to a child, I would say that, generally speaking, 
the third-grade age was that time. The response of 
the children, some of whom had access to many 
Bibles at home, was a heartening experience. 

In the summer time we stressed the personal use 
of the Bible in times of more adequate leisure. For 
brides and grooms, in addition to counseling the 
practice of family worship, my wife and I presented 
to each of our own couples a copy of the Scriptures, 
usually a beautiful red-leather Bible, inscribed sim- 
ply, ‘“The Home of John and Mary.” Our summer 
youth program included Bible study by both indi- 
viduals and groups. College students home for vaca- 
tion have ample opportunities to discuss under com- 
petent leadership the alleged conflicts between new 
science and the ancient Book: 4 

In September last year the church widely observed 
the publishing of the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible and studied the influence of the Bible in 
the life of the English-speaking peoples. 

The use of the Bible in the home was emphasized i in 
October, and a special display of Bibles and aids to 
Bible reading and study was established in the ex- 
hibit cases in the church’s educational building. 

November brought the annual program of World- 
wide Bible Reading from Thanksgiving to Christmas; 
and in December, in addition to the Universal Bible 
Sunday observance, the High-School Youth Group 
secured and wrapped for hospital distribution the 
Society’s Illustrated Gospels of Luke. 

This is a yearly round of activities centered about 
the Bible. Other ways of building spiritual life with 
the Living Word have also been a part of our church 
work. One group of church-school children sent a 
new Bible to a missionary in Africa and accompanied 

anes on page 137) 
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Christmas Shopping 
(If you look carefully, you may be able to discover where 
these two girls are planning to start their shopping) 


Talking Leaves (a True Story) 


One night daddy came home from town with a tele- 
gram. It was from mother’s mother in New York. She was 
coming to Montana to spend the summer with mother and 
daddy and Robley and Sheila on the big ranch where 
they lived. 

Rob and Sheila could hardly wait until she arrived. Two 
days later they drove sixty miles to the airport and 
watched the great silver-winged plane come in over the 
mountains and settle down in the landing field. The 
plane’s door opened; there she was, smiling and waving. 
Driving home, they passed the trading post and the small 
settlement which was a part of the Indian reservation. 
Rob waved to some of the Indian boys he knew, and 
Sheila showed grandmother where the mission Sunday 
school was held. 

Then they were home. Such fun—opening packages, 
laughing, talking, having supper out in the patio, where it 
was cool. You could look at the snow-clad Rocky Moun- 
tains as they put on their nightcaps of clouds to go to 
sleep. The early stars were out when grandmother ad- 
mitted she was a bit tired. 

The days passed quickly. Grandmother was interested 
in everything. She had never seen a big ranch before and 
she had many questions to ask. On Sunday they drove over 
to church school and stayed for the service at the mission. 
Grandmother visited with Mr. and Mrs. Hall at the 
mission and promised them some real help. Rob and 
Sheila wondered how grandmother could help at the 
mission when she lived in New York, but when they asked 
her she just smiled and said, “I want to surprise you two as 
well as Mr. and Mrs. Hall.” 

One rainy day mother and grandmother went up to sort 
some things in the attic. The ranch house was very old, 
and there were boxes and trunks and barrels up there 
which had belonged to daddy’s grandparents. 

Sometimes Rob and Sheila dressed up in the funny hats 
and coats which were in the trunk. Mother and grand- 
mother sorted and talked, and Rob and Sheila helped 
move the boxes and trunks. 
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Assurance 


God ts our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, — 

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the 
Sed; . | 

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 

Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 


The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


—From Psalms, 


Over in one corner was a large box of books. After the 
sorting was done, and a big box of things ready for the 
Mission, grandmother looked at the books. Down in the 
bottom of the box was a large book, with heavy covers and 
a brass clasp. Grandmother took the book with her when 
they went downstairs, and after supper mother and daddy 
and grandmother looked at it for a long time. 

It was a Bible. It had belonged to daddy’s grandfather. 
That evening grandmother told Rob and Sheila the story 
of the missionary Bible. Great-grandfather Law had been 
sent by the Mission Board to establish a mission among the 
Indians. He had worked very hard, and many Indians 
had learned to read and write in the school he built there. 
This was his Bible. There were his pencil marks, still clear 
where he had marked chapters he had read. Daddy's 
father’s name was written in the book with the day of 
his birth. 

On the flyleaf of the Bible were the words American 
Bible Society. Rob and Sheila knew where that was, for they 
had visited grandmother in New York. This Bible had 
traveled from New York to Philadelphia by postcoach, 
then by covered wagon to Pittsburgh. Loaded on a boat, 
it traveled down the Ohio River and finally came to § 
Louis. Then the long trip with oxen and wagons began 
westward and ever westward—across the plains. The 
Indians were not too friendly, but now and then a chief 
and his people had wanted to hear the words of the “talke 
ing leaves” . and great-grandfather had read from this 
book. When the winter snows drifted around the litde 

(Continued on next page) 
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Something special to do: 


It is not too early to start packing Christmas boxes for} 
people overseas. Send a Bible in the language of the 
country to which you are sending the other gifts. If you are 
sending a box to a member of the Armed Forces, include a 
New Testament. Carefully mark some of your favorite 
verses. Perhaps your minister or your church-scho 

teacher would like a Bible in the language of one of the 
far-away places. The American Bible Society will help 
you make your selections. : 
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ission at the foot of the mountains, its words had been 
ead aloud by the light of a fireplace. 

Grandmother held the book on her lap. She read aloud 
ome of the beautiful words which great-grandfather had 

arked. They all listened. “‘No one can be lonely or alone 

ith this precious book,” grandmother said. 

The summer passed, and soon it was time for grand- 

other to return east. ““Take care of our Bible, read it 
aithfully,” she told Rob and Sheila, ‘“‘and I won’t forget 
the surprise I promised you.” 

When Christmas came, there was a big box for Rob and 
Sheila. In it were twenty new Bibles. On the card grand- 
mother had written: “For the mission school which your 
great-grandfather Law started.” There was one for each 
child in the eighth grade, and one for Robley and Sheila. 
They went over to the mission for Christmas eve. There 
were gifts and big packages and much happiness. But the 
pest gift of all was grandmother’s gift, and all the children 
opened their books and read together from the ‘“‘talking 


MEMBERS’ FORUM 


Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
ssue to that purpose.] 


rom Three Rivers, Michigan: 

Wish the Record were larger. Just received mine 
his mornjng and I could not stop until I had read 
t through. 


From East Orange, New Jersey: 


- Enclosed is a check for $81.57 from the Commun- 
ty Vacation Church School held in our church this 
summer. My sincere thanks for the efficient way in 

hich your Society’s films and exhibits were sup- 
plied. We had a fine school, and the Bible Socicty 
deserves no small credit for its success. 


From Frederick, Maryland: 
Enclosed is my check for $5 for 1953. Please keep 
ly name on your mailing list, as I don’t want to miss 
a single copy of the wonderful and inspiring Bzble 
ociety Record magazine. I really do enjoy reading it 
and pass it on to some friend or some other human 
when I finish reading it. 


From St. Louis, Missouri: 
I am so happy to help with this wonderful work 
ou are doing. I was very ill last summer just after 
I sent my donation. God has been so wonderful to 
me in bringing me back to health that this year I 
ant to double my gift in gratitude to Him. 
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leaves.”” And there were shepherds ‘‘abiding in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flocks by night”; and they 
knew it was so. F 


The grass grows slowly up the hill; 
With faith, the torrent cannot kill; 

And rocks are rough; but still the clover 
The stony fields will yet run over— 
And I know nothing that the true, 

The good, the gentle cannot do. 


So toils an undiscouraged God 

And covers barren fields with sod, 

And so will hate and sin surrender 

To faith still strong and love still tender— 
And I know nothing that the true, 


The good, the gentle cannot do. 
—Unknown. 


Bible Briefs 


Three months before the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II the British and Foreign Bible Society 
reported that it alone had sold over 100,000 copies 
of the special Coronation Scriptures, which included 
Bibles and Testaments. (In comparison, in 1937, 
when the Coronation was over, the total number of 
Coronation Scriptures sold by the British Society was 
only 45,000.) Collins, another publishing firm (in 
Scotland) was flooded with orders for the special 
Coronation edition they were printing. 

* * X* 

A “portable church service’’ is delighting shut-ins 
in the little village of Floville in south Georgia, ac- 
cording to Religious News Service. This visiting 
church is the idea of Rev. L. H. Britt, pastor of 
Floville Baptist Church. When he found that some 
members of his congregation could not come to 
formal worship because of illness or age, he arranged 
“to take the mountain to Mahomet.” A choir and a 
pianist assist the pastor in the service. Gospel hymns 
are sung by the teen-age girls, who then recite Bible 
verses. Mr. Britt plans to take the “portable church 
service” to the shut-ins of his congregation each 


month. 
* * x 


In Israel the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
the American Bible Society are responsible for the 
distribution of the Bible. Up to the present time 
Bibles in 32 different languages have been sold. Jews 
have come to Israel from 64 different countries, anda 
babel of languages is spoken. But the official language 
of the country is Hebrew. That is the language in 
which the children are taught in school, and the 
children and young people who have grown up in 
Israel speak Hebrew as their mother tongue. So the 
demand for Hebrew Bibles is especially great. Often 
the Bible Societies find they do not have a single 
Hebrew Bible on the shelves. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


OCTOBER 

Day Book Chapter Day _ Book Chapter 
1 John 6:1-21 17 I Kings 3:16-28 
2 John 6:22-46 18 Sunday, 
3 John 6:47-71 I Kings 18:17-46 
4 Sunday, 19 I Kings 19:1-18 
John 10:1-18 20 II Kings 22115) 
5 John 10:19-42 21 II Kings 5:1-14 
6 John 12:42-50 22 Psalms 16:1-11 
7 John 13:1-38 23 Psalms OS sled 
8 John 143i 24 Psalms 116219 
9 John 15:1-17 25 Sunday, 

10 John IEA —26 Psalms 1191-116 

11. Sunday, 26 Isaiah ILRI) 
John 20:1-31 27 Daniel 6:1=23 

12 John 2125 28 Hosea 14:1-9 

13 Revelation 7:9-17 29 Amos 5:10-24 

14 Exodus T1119) 30 Jonah 

15 Ruth 1:1-22 S:1=10; 4111 

16 I Kings SPs) 31 Malachi Sal 10) 

* * 


A Guest from Norway 


Among the 
visitors to the 
Bible House in 
New York dur- 
ing the summer 
was Rev. Lau- 
rentius Koren, 
Scere tary 
Emeritus of the 
Norwegian Bi- 
ble Society. Mr. 
Koren directed 
the work of his 
Society for thir- 

Mr. Koren ty-four years, 
during which he served as Secretary 
of the Committee that brought out a 
new translation of the Norwegian 
Bible in 1930. He was one of the 
founders of the United Bible Societies. 
Mr. Koren has also held other places 
of honored leadership in the church 
life of his country, notable among 
them being Dean Chaplain to the 
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This may have been the largest Vacation Church School in the nation this year. 
The total attendance during its sessions was 3,296. Gospel portions and other Bible 
Society supplies were used, and the offering was sent to the Society. 

It was the school conducted by the Fourth Baptist Church of Richmond, Vi irginia. 
In the front center are seen Dr. Robert L. Taylor, pastor of the church, and Miss 
Mildred Mahoney, Secretary of the school, presenting the offering check to Secretary 
K. L. Brazil of the Society’s Richmond Division. Dr. Taylor also serves.as the 
Chairman of the Sponsoring Committee, Richmond Division. 


Armed Forces and President of the 
Norwegian Clerical Society. 
* * 
“Great Is the Company” 

This is the title of a book which 
first appeared in 1947 and has now 
been revised and enlarged. The Bible 
Society is happy to encourage its 
sale, for it tells in fascinating fashion 
the major stories of how the Bible has 
become the world’s foremost book. 
Its thirteen chapters present in unfor- 
gettable intimacy the great work of 
Jerome, Luther, Tyndale, John Eliot 
and many others. 

The Bible—its power, its durabil- 
ity, its inspiration—is the central fact 
of every chapter. These chapters tell 
how in various ways God’s Word has 
transformed the life of whole tribes 
and nations and still today is leading 
men onward toward the light. 

“Great Is the Company” is a book 
that should be in the library of every 
pastor and every Sunday school. The 
book can be secured from the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in cloth for $2.50, 
in paper $1.25. Address: American 
Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, N. Y. Publicity Department. 

* * 

August Meeting of the Board 

A meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers of the American Bible Society 
was held at the Bible House, 450 
Park Avenue, New York 22, on Au- 


gust 6, 1953, at 3:30 p.m., President 
Daniel Burke, LL.D., presiding. 

Devotional exercises were con: 
ducted by Mr. John Binns. 

Mr. Conover English, being pres 
ent for the first time, was introduced 
and welcomed by the Board. 

On behalf of Marguerite T. Doane, 
trustee of the estate of Ida F. Doane, 
Mr. English presented a gift 6 
$300,000 to the Society. q 

In accepting the gift, President 
Burke expressed the deep apprecia- 
tion and thanks of the Board and of 
the Officers, and the Board requested 
that a special resolution of gratitude 
be adopted and sent to Mrs. Doane 
for this superb gift to the Society. : 

Secretary Mann presented the Re 
port of the Insurance Department of 
the State of New York on the Segre 
gated Gift Annuity Fund of the 
American Bible Society, which re- 
port was dated December 29, 1952 
and reflects the condition of the fund 
as of December 31, 1951. 

Secretary Mann stated that this 
report had been duplicated in its en- 
tirety and sent by mail under date of 
July 27 to each member of the Board 
of Managers, in compliance with the 
requirement of the statute. qi 

In compliance with requirements, 
Secretary Mann read to the Board 
pages 30-32, inclusive, of the Report 
of the Superintendent of Insurance. 
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Continued from page 127) 
t with a Bulu Bible for a member of the mission. 
here was a dedication of a new lectern Bible; por- 
ions of the Scriptures have been helpful in hospital 
isitation; frequently the minister has advised parish- 
oners in the particular type of Scriptures to buy as 
ifts, especially for their children; on a High Sierra 
ack-in trip, Scouts took along copies of The Sermon 
m the Mount for personal and group-devotional use; 
Biblical mural with Palestinian scenes is in the 
pre-kindergarten class room in our newly completed 
thildren’s building. Scripture verses are used fre- 
uently in the publications of the church; most of 
he sermons are expository sermons; and of course 
he minister and staff use the Bible for their own 
aily devotional life! | 


San Marino High School ‘‘Faith and Light Commission” 
prepare their year’s program with the Bible as the key 


So the Bible and the congregation “come alive” 
ogether. The future offers many opportunities for 
ncreasing the use of the Scriptures in the parish. 
or example, a member of the church has procured 
rom Germany unique copies of an Advent calendar, 
eautifully prepared with familiar passages from the 
ible for every day of December, up to Christmas. 
This will be distributed by our young people to each 
amily at Thanksgiving time. 

_ The Bible is the church’s Book. Any church can do 
t least as much as this church has done. An imagi- 
jative pastor can find many other ways of using the 
ible and increasing the awareness of his people of 
he day-by-day help which the Book brings. 


The Gospel for ““Wetbacks’’ 


__Mrs. Ernest Hart of Safford, Arizona, recently re- 
quested a donation of Scriptures to meet just the 
ind of need that the Bible Society feels called to meet 
s long as its resources hold out. She wrote: 

We have seen quite a few men accept the Lord these 
past three months, for which we praise God. Most ot 
hem want New Testaments. Could you send us at least 
wo dozen of each? Or perhaps four dozen of Spanish. 
At this time of year, all the jails in southern Arizona have 
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a large number of Mexican “wetbacks”’, or men who have 
slipped across the border from Mexico hoping to find 
work here on farms and ranches. They are picked up and 
jailed until the border patrol officials can come for them. 
We have given out probably fifty or more Testaments to 
such men this past month. Many have never seen God’s 
Word before, but listen with deepest interest and attention 
—always thanking us profusely for having come to see 
them. We know with assurance that some were truly born 
again in jail. The jailer told us yesterday that a recent 
group to leave was searched the last thing, and every man 
had his Testament. Can you realize what this means? It 
means that many homes in Mexico are being reached by 
the pure Word of God, through the two hours which some 
of us invest on Sunday afternoons with Testaments sup- 
plied by you. 
The ‘Testaments were promptly sent. 


Quotes from Bible-Hungry Brazil, 1953 


_ From a worker in the state of Goids: ““Do have 
compassion on us as soon as you can, for we haven't 
a Bible in the place.” 

Also from the same state: “‘So far as I know there 
is not a Bible for sale in this city, or even in the state. 
Our need is appalling.” 

From.a missionary in the state of Piaut: “‘I wish it 
were possible for you to multiply the ration by ten.” 

From a missionary in the state of Paranda: “Here 
is another S.O.S. Send Often Scriptures.’ And from 
the state of Goids: ‘‘This is an S.O.S. for Bibles; have 
now reached the point of having to lend our own to 
folks of the church.” 

And another: ‘“‘Some few weeks ago I sent you an 
order for 50 Bibles in Portuguese; since then I have 
received requests for more Bibles and would like to 
place another order. Please have sent to me 100 Bi- 
bles, 200 New Testaments and 1,000 Gospels. Note, 
this second order does not cancel the first.” 


—_— see 0 
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IN AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


ANNUITY AGREEMENTS FOR 


¢ Security 
°e Safety 
¢ Savings 
¢ Satisfaction 


You get a STEADY INCOME that begins 


immediately, never varies, is guaranteed for 
life and pays as high as 7%. 


You get the SAFETY of larger-than-legal 
reserve funds—supervision by a great bank— 
annual audits by a leading accountancy firm 
—and the Society’s record of unfailing pay- 
ments for more than 100 years. 


You. get DEDUCTIONS from certain 
income taxes, savings in investment. ex- 
pense, time, worry. There’s nothing to look 


after. 
You get PEACE OF MIND from having 
a gilt-edged investment in a vital Christian 


enterprise—the worldwide distribution of the 
Bible “without note or comment.” 


Send for FREE booklet, “A Gift That Lives,”’ which tells 


how you can give and receive generously at the same time. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


yithout obligation your booklet 538 BSR entitled, 4 Gift 


450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
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